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Background £ i1 5t

To achieve the United Nations’ sustainable development goals (SDGs), there is a challenge
to bring together the millions of small farmers around the world and help them to better adapt
and integrate into external market. The University of Nottingham Global Challenge Research
Fund (UoN-GCRF) awarded a pilot project - Cooperative ecosystem to empower small
farmers in China: A pilot project in the poor areas of Sichuan (starting from September 2019)
to explore this. The conclusion of the pilot project by the end of December 2020 coincides
with the completion of Chinese government campaign on “targeted poverty alleviation” in its
less developed regions. This sets the scene for the international workshop to be held online
to examine and disseminate research findings from this pilot project. With a focus on rural
sustainability and revitalisation in west China, in particular, this event sheds new light on
empowering small farmers through a lens of “cooperative ecosystems”, a sum of all of factors,
conditions and interactions surrounding the establishment and development of farmers’
cooperatives in rural China.

This workshop lasting two half days is jointly organised by University of Nottingham via
Nottingham University Business School (NUBS), Haydn Green Institute for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship (HGI), Asia Business Centre (ABC); and Sichuan Agricultural University via
Schools of Agriculture, Management, Economics and Rural Tourism. With support from the
British Embassy in Beijing and the British Consulate General in Chongging, this workshop is
co-organised by the Research Centre of Cooperative Economics, part of Rural Development
Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (RDI-CASS); Centre for International
Agricultural Research of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CIAR-CAAS),
College of International Development and Global Agriculture of China Agricultural University
(CIDGA-CAU), YouChange China Social Entrepreneur Foundation (YouChange); NUBS
China, part of University of Nottingham Ningbo Campus (UNNC).
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Aims/Objectives 21 H b5
This online workshop aims to:

1. Disseminate research findings and policy recommendations from the GCRF Pilot Project
to academia and relevant stakeholders in China and the UK;

2. Facilitate academic exchange along the line of ecosystem approach and cooperative
development for rural innovation and sustainability in marginal areas of the developing
world;

3. ldentify opportunities and pathways for social and economic impact from the GCRF
project contributing to rural revitalisation and sustainability in Sichuan and Southwest
China;

4. Stimulate trade, investment, education and training, research and development through
UK-China partnerships in areas of rural and agricultural innovation.
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Expected Outcomes <13 ik H

e A GCREF project report both in Chinese and in English

e Joint academic papers for top international journals

e Showecases and prospects of social impact from this project

e Opportunities for UK-China cooperation in organic agriculture, rural tourism, potato
seeding

e Action plan for joint international events, academic collaboration and scholarly
exchange
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Who May be Benefited? #5172

e Researchers and students who are interested in SDGs, rural innovation and
entrepreneurship, cooperative development and poverty alleviation

e Representatives from the government agencies and NGOs from China and the UK
who are interested in the UK-China collaboration in rural innovation and sustainability

e AgriFood businesses, traders, consultants and designers, developers, and investors
which are interested in tapping into UK-China collaboration to stimulate local and
international markets.
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Prof Daiwen Chen, Vice President of SAU PU 1|4 Ml K 2 @IS K B4R S0 #id%
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Ms Ray Smith, Counsellor of Agriculture (Food and Beverage), British Embassy in China % [ 5§ # K A 8 e b £
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A Vice Director of Centre for International Knowledge on Development (tbc) H F [ Br&niR 38 7 0 Bl EAF(F L)
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Dr Jieying Bi, Deputy Director, International Div, Agricultural Information Institute, CAAS 1 & £l 5 4 VA5 B HF
T T ] B A7 i 2 ) AT B v e
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Ms Mia Gao, Head of Sichuan Regional Affairs, British Consulate-General Chongaing % [E 33 55 e &L A0 v 7 1]
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Prof Binggin Li, Director of the Chinese Social Policy Stream, Social Policy Research Centre, University of New
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Agenda & U FE

Day One: Cooperative Ecosystem & Rural Sustainability (Thursday 3 December)

FB—R: AEHESRAERNTRERRAARTT(12 A 3 H)

Opening Remarks and GCRF Report 22 ARH} 5 &0 B REG
Co-Chairs: Prof Xinhong Fu, Dean of Management School of SAU; and Prof Scott McCabe, Vice Dean and
Research Director of NUBS
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09:00 — 10:00 GMT /
17:00 - 18:00 CST

e Welcome: Prof Xinhong Fu and Prof Scott McCabe

NIEERE: T 4T R A RS 22 9L 2% (5 minutes)
e GCREF project report: UoN-SAU GCRF Project Team

A BERPRARIT T L T H B RS . W OR-)IR KRITE F1BA (40 minutes)
e Q&A: #HAHEZE (15 minutes)

Keynote Speeches #:i%3 ¥ BEH T
Chair: Prof Simon Mosey, Director of HGI of UoN
SRR W T DOR SRS AR A E G O B AR P SR BT IR

10:00 — 11:20 GMT /
18:00 — 19:20 CST

*20 minutes for each
keynote speech
including Q&A
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e Transformation of small farmers to modern agriculture in China, Prof Peng
Yuan (RDI of CASS) b/ P AR EE L o[BI AR A& K P S 8 08% )

e Partnership for value chain development and poverty alleviation in Southwest
China, Dr Jieying Bi (CIAR of CAAS) & ELk ¢ 2 G AL A T i w75 R b Xk
MANMEBE B A SR ARET B R BT A A MV ATE 5T Hh o B v R 1D

e Academia-led ecosystem for community development in a minority region, Prof
Gubo Qi (CIDGA of CAU)AER RGM A N RFZ 5 /DB R IX H: XK J& 1) = ]
Ft O ARY K 2 [ B A 8 5 4 R AR b 27 e 5 U #4045 )

e NGO-led ecosystem for rural sustainability: a case of women e-commerce
training, Hui Ling (YouChange) 4441437 i [ A m] Rr 4 Ak J A i1 ——d %«
ML R I =B A ORI R IR e ST 2D

Panel Discussion F£E&
Chair: Prof Oliver Morrissey, School of Economics of UoN
SWERF: 0T URZEEGEBR IR . KRAFF A2 AR TR o T AT BRI 96 5 L pE Hd%

11:20 - 12:00 GMT /
19:20 - 20:00 CST

Key questions FE{E:

» What implications of China’s practices in poverty alleviation for rural
revitalisation and sustainability in China and beyond?

H [ TR BT 40 50 0F H [T H e [ GRS IR M AR AT 4R R R (1 A s A4 ?

» To what extents can ecosystem approach contribute to challenge-oriented,
interdisciplinary and stakeholder engaged researches?
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Dr Lorna Treanor, HGI of UoN ## T UK 2% 2% B G T ik A0 20 48 R E 4 1




Day Two: Social & Economic Impact and UK-China Collaboration (Friday 4 December)
$-K: GCRFHHM&RMEHRRAIEL2 H 4 H)

Formal Opening Ceremony EFr&EFFER
Chair: Prof Duncan Angwin, Dean of NUBS of UoN
SWERF: T DURER BB AR - iR R

09:00 — 09:45 GMT

. . S
/17:00 — 17:45 CST Theme setting and briefing from Day One &l —R R4

e Dr Bin Wu, Senior Research Fellow of HGI and Pl of GCRF project
* 1 . —noop
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welcome o
N . Opening Address FHEARE
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e Representative from Sichuan Provincial Government JU)I| & BUHFAAE  (FFE)

e Ms Ray Smith, Counsellor of Agriculture, Food and Beverage, British
Embassy in China < [E 5 H R A & i JORHS B8 40 5 1t

e Centre for International Knowledge on Development (tbc) = [ [ xR A8 i
ORI EAE (FFIAA)

e Dr Min Tang, State Councillor of China [ 4k 2 $i iz i# 1

e Prof Peng Yuan, RDI of CASS w1 [E #-F} B A4 & i 5t i 4%

e Prof Fengying Nie, CIAR of CAAS w1 [E & BBt i A A MV 72 40 3 R TE %

e Prof Xiuli Xu, CIDGA of CAU 1 [F A& b oK 27 [H br & i 5 43R AR 27 B AR 75 T 2%

Showcases of Social Impact & Collaboration Opportunities 3 H #£& M 5 hIE eV & BN
Co-Chairs: Min Rose, Deputy Director of Knowledge Exchange Asia of UoN; Prof Shemei Zhang, Director
of Farmers’ Cooperative Research Centre of SAU
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09:45 - 10:45 GMT / e Ingenuity competition for SDGs and rural entrepreneurship (HGI of UoN)
17:45 - 18:45 CST LB S B M RTHSRR (JEEE T IO RIH AL )

e UK-China cooperation for potato commercialisation and export (JHL)
*15 minutes for each R e LREMEE TS ERTIT  (GLE AW AL 75D

topic of which keynote

. e Impact of the GCRF project on student capability development (SAU)
speech is no more e R .
than 8 minutes GCRF T B XA Re 1R w1 KD

R 15 40k, e China’s engagement for agricultural technology innoYa’Eion in Africa (CIDGA-
R A 8 CAU) W EZ5AEMAR N E ARG Z 5 R K2 F bRk e 5 4ROl 2B )
Sl e Constructing social ecosystem for organic agriculturein SW China
(YouChange) b [E 75 gt XA LR KR JE 5B R R CROBEE 2
e International participation in rural tourism in Sichuan (Yunhe Centre)
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Panel Discussion: Action Plan for UK-China Collaboration Eg4iX: F3E&/E/TR)

Co-Chairs: Maeve Fitzpatrick, Deputy Head International Research Development, and Vice Director of
Centre for International Knowledge on Development (tbc)
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10:45 - 12:00 GMT
/18:45 —20:00 CST N

Key questions FEE:

How to develop the UK-China research collaboration along the line of SDGs,

climate change and farmers’ participation?
sl g Y AR T RR R R . SRR NR S 5SS AL E R ?

» What are opportunities and pathways to develop the UK-China’s business

collaboration in rural tourism, organic farm and local characterised products
exports from West and Southwest China?
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How can multiple stakeholders work together for the UK-China collaboration
in rural innovation & entrepreneurship in 20217
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A representative of entrepreneurs in organic farming L& k83




